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COMMUNICATION: Effectively express ideas in oral and written formats

	
	3
	2
	1

	PI 1.
Oral presentation

Deliver an effective oral presentation designed to enlighten or persuade.
	· Speech is clear and expressive; articulation, pronunciation, volume, rate and intonation are appropriate.
· Eye contact is maintained and body language is appropriate.
· Language effectively conveys the desired message.
· Explanations are clear; presentation is well organized and fulfills the assignment.
· Visuals are clear, relevant, and help to communicate the message.
	Artifact exceeds 1 but does not meet criteria for 3.
	· Speech is garbled or inaudible, too fast or too slow, or monotonous.
· Eye contact is poor and/or body language is not appropriate.
· Words are poorly-chosen or inappropriate (e.g., slang, unprofessional).
· Explanations are unclear; presentation is poorly organized or fails to fulfill the assignment.
· Visuals are so simple, complicated, or irrelevant that they distract from the message.

	PI 2.
Effective language and style

Write using language that is clear, fluent, and consistent with conventions of Standard English.
	Writing is clear and conforms to the conventions of standard written English:
· Few or no errors in spelling, punctuation and/or mechanics
· Clear and concise language/word choice
· Few or no errors of basic grammar
· Clear and correct sentences, structure and style
· Coherent, focused paragraphs (sequence within paragraph is easy to follow)
	Artifact exceeds 1 but does not meet criteria for 3.
	Writing is unclear and fails to demonstrate conventions of standard written English:
· Excessive errors in spelling, punctuation and/or mechanics
· Misused words, clichés, colloquialisms
· Errors of basic grammar
· Unclear sentence structure, unvarying format (e.g., every sentence begins with a noun followed by a verb), or needlessly long/wordy or overly complex sentences
· Incoherent or unfocused paragraphs

	PI 3.
Use of sources

Use and document sources appropriately.
	· Clear citation style/format is consistently applied.
· Citation style/format is executed with minimal errors.
· Others’ ideas/concepts are cited properly.
· Cited material is properly paraphrased or quoted.
· End notes, footnotes, Works Cited, references, or bibliography is accurate and complete.
· No evidence of plagiarism.
	Artifact exceeds 1 but does not meet criteria for 3.
	· Citation style/format is not consistently applied.
· Citation style/format is executed with excessive errors.
· Ideas or work of others is not cited appropriately.
· Others’ ideas are not properly paraphrased or quoted or quotes are overused.
· End notes, footnotes, works cited, reference page, or bibliography is inaccurate or incomplete.
· Evidence of plagiarism.

	PI 4. Content Development

Develop compelling content to fulfill the assignment.

	· Use of detail and vocabulary are appropriate to assignment and audience.
· Writing accomplishes the goals of the assignment.
· Message is coherent and focused:
· Main points and thesis are clear and developed
· Ideas are complete and relevant to the purpose
· Content is presented cogently, with logical transitions between paragraphs
· Claims are supported logically with evidence, relevant arguments, examples, illustrations, statistics, testimony, or opinion of experts, as needed
	Artifact exceeds 1 but does not meet criteria for 3.
	· Level of detail and vocabulary are not appropriate to assignment and/or audience.
· Writing fails to address parameters of the assignment, even if well-written.
· Message is not coherent or focused:
· Main points and/or thesis are not clearly articulated or developed
· Ideas are incomplete and/or irrelevant to the purpose
· Content is disorganized or disjointed, “off-topic,” rambling
· Claims are illogical/unsupported/insufficiently supported



CRITICAL THINKING:  Support claims and conclusions
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	PI 1.
Problem
Definition

Describe the complexities, factors, and scope of a problem.
	· Problem/question is clearly stated.
· Relevant/significant perspectives are provided.
· Sufficient critical information is provided to understand the complexity of the issue.
· Important biases or underlying assumptions are discussed.
	Artifact exceeds 1 but does not meet criteria for 3.
	· Central problem/question is not made clear.
· The perspective of one or more critical constituencies is not considered.
· Critical information necessary to understand problem complexity is omitted.
· Important biases or underlying assumptions are not discussed.

	PI 2.
Information
Literacy

Use appropriate scholarly evidence to support a position.
	· Credibility of resources is appropriate for the assignment/purpose.
· Significant sources of evidence are generally not overlooked.
· Scholarly evidence is relevant and sufficient for the task, i.e., all claims are properly supported.
· Sources are cited within the text (formatting not paramount).
	Artifact exceeds 1 but does not meet criteria for 3.
	· Resources lack sufficient credibility for the assignment/purpose (e.g. excessive reliance on Wikipedia).
· Critical sources of evidence are overlooked.
· Evidence is tangential and/or insufficient to support claims.

	PI 3.
Quantitative
Literacy

Apply mathematical evidence or models to support a position.
	· Information provided to the student in mathematical/graphic/tabular/ statistical form is reported accurately.
· Inferences from such information are appropriate and accurate.
	Artifact exceeds 1 but does not meet criteria for 3.
	· Information presented in mathematical/graphic/tabular/statistical form is reported inaccurately.
· Inferences from such information are inappropriate or erroneous.
· Incorrectly interprets information presented in mathematical form.


	PI 4.
Scientific Literacy

Apply scientific evidence or models to support a position.
	· Relevant data are used to demonstrate the contribution of science in addressing world problems.
· Appropriate scientific data are offered to support the position.
· Belief, feelings, intuition, pseudoscience, unsupported opinion, and political or editorial commentary are distinguished from knowledge, facts, and expert opinion.
· Data are interpreted accurately to make rational inferences and draw conclusions.

	Artifact exceeds 1 but does not meet criteria for 3.
	· No relevant scientific perspective is offered or the contribution of science is dismissed or misstated.
· Data offered to support the position are inappropriate, insufficient, or misstated.
· Belief, feelings, intuition, pseudoscience, unsupported opinion, political or editorial commentary are mistaken or substituted for knowledge, facts, and expert opinion.
· Data are misinterpreted; inferences and conclusions are irrelevant or erroneous.
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	PI 5. Synthesis

Formulate an opinion or draw a conclusion based on a questioning of assumptions, an analysis of relevant evidence, and a synthesis of scholarly perspectives.

	· Question to be considered is identified clearly and described comprehensively.
· Sufficient quantitative and/or qualitative evidence is offered to support analysis/synthesis.
· Various points of view are incorporated and critical assumptions are questioned.
· Conclusion(s) evolve logically from the evidence provided.
	Artifact exceeds 1 but does not meet criteria for 3.
	· Question to be considered is not identified clearly or described comprehensively.
· Insufficient evidence (quantitative and/or qualitative) leads to the inability to produce analysis/synthesis.
· Various points of view or critical assumptions are omitted or unquestioned.
· Conclusions are flawed or absent.





ETHICS:  Reason about right and wrong
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	PI 1.
Ethical Self‐
Awareness

Discuss one’s core beliefs and their origins.

	· Core beliefs—those which motivate or inspire actions and thought—are stated clearly.
· Individuals, institutions and/or social groups that prompt or inform personal beliefs are identified.
	Artifact exceeds 1 but does not meet criteria for 3.
	· Core beliefs are not stated clearly.
· Individuals, institutions and/or social groups that prompt or inform personal beliefs are not identified.

	PI 2.
Catholic Social
Teaching

Describe fundamental principles of Catholic Social Teaching.

	· One or more of the fundamental principles of Catholic Social Teaching, even if not labeled as CST, are described accurately. Principles vary in names but may include human dignity, emphasis on family and community, common good, stewardship/care for creation, (preferential) option for the poor, subsidiarity, solidarity, economic justice, peace and disarmament, participation, global solidarity and development, dignity of work, and rights of workers.
	Artifact exceeds 1 but does not meet criteria for 3.
	· Fundamental principles of Catholic Social Teaching are missing or described inaccurately.

	PI 3.
Ethical Analysis

Recognize ethical issues within a complex context.

	· [bookmark: _GoBack]Without the instructor pointing it out, a central ethical issue is identified by the student. An “ethical issue” is a question of right and wrong to which an ethical principle is applied.
	Artifact exceeds 1 but does not meet criteria for 3.
	· Given such a context, the ethical issue is overlooked, misidentified, or not explained.

	PI 4.
Application of Ethical Perspectives

Propose and defend a solution to an ethical dilemma.

	· Some analysis of ethical complexities is provided.
· Reasonable solution to an ethical dilemma is proposed and defended, based on Catholic Social Teaching, a major ethical theory, or a professional code of ethics.
	Artifact exceeds 1 but does not meet criteria for 3.
	· Ethical complexities of a problem are dismissed or oversimplified.
· Proposed solution is irrelevant, insufficient, and/or not supported by Catholic Social Teaching, a major ethical theory, or a professional code of ethics.




SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY:  Understand how civic engagement can promote the common good
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	PI 1.
Charity heritage

Describe the Sisters of Charity legacy of service.
	· An understanding of the common good is articulated.
· A relevant example of injustice is described.
· The Sisters’ of Charity promotion of the common good in the face of this injustice is described accurately.
	Artifact exceeds 1 but does not meet criteria for 3.
	· Reference to the common good is inaccurate or missing.
· No significant/relevant example of injustice is offered.
· The Sisters’ of Charity role in addressing injustice is not described accurately or sufficiently.

	PI 2.
Social Change

Explain how social injustice is perpetuated and overcome.
	· Social injustice is described correctly in terms of individuals or groups marginalized by culture, laws, or institutions.
· Actions to confront/overcome social injustice (e.g., volunteerism, community or economic development, voting, confrontation strategies, grassroots politics, public policy, community building) are identified and explained.
	Artifact exceeds 1 but does not meet criteria for 3.
	· Social injustice and its cause are not identified correctly.
· No reasonable approaches to overcoming social injustice are identified or explained.





	PI 3.
Civic
Engagement*

Describe how individual actions can be personally and collectively beneficial.
	· An example of effective individual action (e.g., volunteerism, voting, community building, political action) is cited. The example must include a commitment over time or a significant number of hours, motivated by civic identity rather than requirement. Ordinarily, paid work is not included unless it is of a non-profit nature.
· Both individual and community benefits of the action are explained appropriately.
· The example does not need to be the students’ own experience.
	Artifact exceeds 1 but does not meet criteria for 3.
	· Example does not meet the criteria for civic engagement.
· Personal and collective benefit is not addressed.

	PI 4.
Global interdependence

Examine your individual and communal responsibility for the global community.
	· At least one valid example is offered of an action taken by an individual/community that had an impact at the global level.
· Individual/local responsibility for global welfare is acknowledged.
	Artifact exceeds 1 but does not meet criteria for 3.
	· No (or poor/illogical) example is offered of an action taken by an individual/community that had global impact.
· Individual/local responsibility for the global welfare is denied or seriously underestimated. Self-interest is confused with, or supersedes, the common good.





* Civic engagement is “working to make a difference in the civic life of our communities and developing the combination of knowledge, skills, values and motivation to make that difference. It means promoting the quality of life in a community, through both political and non-political processes.”
Civic Responsibility and Higher Education, ed. Thomas Ehrlich, Oryx Press, 2000.
CULTURAL COMPETENCE:  Analyze the diversity of human cultures
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	PI 1.
Cultural self‐
awareness

Articulate the norms and biases of one’s own culture.
	· A cultural group to which the student belongs is identified.
· Cultural perspectives, behaviors, values, beliefs, language, or rituals with which the student identifies are articulated.
· And, identifies how cultural identification can lead to a preferential status for members of majority or dominant cultural group (bias).

	Artifact exceeds 1 but does not meet criteria for 3.
	· Identification of a cultural group to which the student belongs is lacking, vague, or misstated.
· Perspectives, behaviors, values, beliefs, language, or rituals with which the student identifies are missing, vague, or misstated.
· And, fails to identify how cultural identification can lead to a preferential status for members of majority or dominant cultural group (bias).

	PI 2.
Awareness of other cultures

Demonstrate understanding of the values, beliefs, biases, and practices important to members of another culture.
	· Elements important to another culture (e.g., history, values, politics, communication styles, economy, beliefs, practices) are identified.
· Norms and biases of another culture are treated with respect or, in the case of oppression that violates others’ human rights, are critiqued on that basis.
	Artifact exceeds 1 but does not meet criteria for 3.
	· Representations of other cultures are superficial, and one-dimensional, or missing.
· Norms and biases of other cultures are disparaged or dismissed without reasoned support. In the case of oppression that violates others’ human rights, student fails to acknowledge such.

	PI 3.
Global diversity

Contrast the diversity of history, values, politics, and economic conditions in developing and developed nations.*

*www.un.org/millenniumgoals/stats.shtml
	· Developed and developing nations are identified accurately.
· Multiple cultural aspects of the nations are compared/contrasted accurately.
	Artifact exceeds 1 but does not meet criteria for 3.
	· Developed and developing nations are misidentified or not identified.
· Multiple cultural aspects of nations are compared/ contrasted in misleading or erroneous ways.





INTEGRATIVE LEARNING:  Integrate life and learning to create meaning and value
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	PI 1.
Blending experience and knowledge

Connect experiences inside and outside the classroom.
	· Experiences inside and outside the academic environment are brought to bear for a common purpose.
· A meaningful benefit to the integration of the classroom learning and outside experience is identified.
	Artifact exceeds 1 but does not meet criteria for 3.
	· Classroom and/or out-of-class experiences are not identified or are considered only superficially.
· No meaningful benefit of integrating the classroom and outside experience is described.

	PI 2.
Connections
across disciplines

Apply knowledge from more than one discipline to address a complex issue.
	· A specific, complex issue is identified.
· Knowledge from at least two distinct and relevant disciplines is synthesized to achieve a better understanding of the issue.
	Artifact exceeds 1 but does not meet criteria for 3.
	· A specific, complex issue is not identified or is misrepresented.
· Knowledge from only one discipline, or very superficial information from more than one, is used to address the issue.

	PI 3. Self‐reflection

Reflect on how a liberal arts education has enriched your understanding of life’s big questions.*

* “Life’s big questions” are defined as those crafted by the student, having universal scope, and related to the common good.
	· At least one “big question” is identified.
· Deeper understanding or personal growth is demonstrated as a result of liberal arts education (i.e., courses in the MSJ Core Curriculum, not limited to the Capstone course).
	Artifact exceeds 1 but does not meet criteria for 3.
	· A “big question” is absent, misidentified, or trivialized.
· Deeper understanding or personal growth is not achieved, or is not informed by liberal arts education.
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